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ee a ſet of Diſcourſes 
intended chiefly for the improvement 
of Young Men, and now preparing 
for the preſs with all convenient 
| ſpeed. As it was, on a review, 
thought equally to concern Young | 
Women, the greater part of it was 
alſo offered to their conſideration, 
upon the Firſt day of the New year. 
What was then delivered has ſince 
received large additions, which have 

_ drawn it out to ſuch a length, that, 
for the relief of the reader, it is di- 
vided into Three Parts. From the 
attention with which it was heard 
by a very numerous and reſpectable 
auditory, and from the wiſhes which 
many have expreſſed for its publica- 
tion, . Author is OR to . 
it e do _ Wot: 
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unith it, we know, not only that he often 5 
bviſited thoſe worthy perſons, but that his 5 
elevated foul den aeg 1 in their 


Sr Boer 


0 condition of — nature will allow. 


- auser you | muſt ans « of bc. : 


13 th the Sedo of i it, 1 will firſt en- 
quire into the Character and Conduct of 
the Female Sex, who have Not, | | 

hend, been always treated with the charity | 
or the juſtice to which they are entitled; * 
and then point out, as briefly as poſſible. 

the benefit to be derwed by Young en : 
| "from the Donny” of Virtuous We omen. 


1 mould be happy. if 1 were able, to 
promote at once the edification, and. delight 1 85 
of every individual in this aſſembly: but 
to hope it, were equal preſumption and 
ignorance. I have no expectation of 
gratifying the gay lbertine, the gloomy ; 
bigot, or the angry critic, if any ſuch are 
pPreſent; unleſs it be by ſupplying each with » 
ample matter of remark in his own way. | 
And be aſſured, that they who are much 
'  Inclined to cenſure, are but indifferently 
difpoſed to profit. What is now to be de- 
| livered will have little regularity of plan, 
and leſs connexion with ſyſtem; as it will 
_ « deviate conſiderably from the uſual forms 
of religious diſcourſe, and deſcend into 
1 « ene introduoed into the 

333 "un" 


: an. which acconat,, I. doubt n t, it 
be loudly. repro! ated b) e 
certainly, \ we need. not be 10 very 
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„ my 1 the 0 | pinions of the | matiy, 
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have th Y Jeet of 6 ding good to a 
ſem. A fo at leaſt will hear me witty 1 5 
tention and. candour : and indeed, if by 
£« wincing ng the underſtandings, an 
preſſng the hearts, of ever fo ſmall a 
portion of Young Men, or Young Woche 


3 may, with God's aſſiſtance, contribute to 
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a8 1 lire, reflect on. it with 


|. that. love. of pe ; 


on of bus 
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which s js the earlieſt p a 
It is wonderful, how 0 
in to look out for notice, and : 
Ence.. To SHA, mutual be- 
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8 | 0 1 8 Ph toſs Py enn "Ther 
deſires o this kind are more lively, as their . 


diſpoſitions are more ingenuous. Of thoſe 
boys who diſcover the greateſt ardour to 


; #4 by their capacity, their ſpirit, or 

their genefoſity, the eſteem of their com- 
panions, it may be commonly obſerved, 
3 1 ay, n into the moſt valuable 


fellows and cher Inbdur diſti Kory of 
ſexes, f is felt at firſt: but when, i in proceſs 
of time, the boſom becomes ſenſible to 
that diſtinction, it begins to beat with a 


peculiar anxiety to pleaſe the female part 


of your acquaintance. The ſmiles, the ap- 
plauſe, the attachment of Young Women, 
you now conſider as confei 
a more intereſting nature; and to ſecure 
| fuch happineſs, is from henceforth an ob- 
ject that incites and influences you on a 
thouſand occaſions. By an increaſing ſuſ- 
ceptibility to the attractions of the ſofter 
| ſex, you are carried more. and more into 
their company; and there, my brothers, 


rring felicity of 


your hearts and manners, your taſtes and 


- Purſuits, receive very ofte 
emen ever after, and Chat will eee 


en a direction that 
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the perulant, 250 vale. 
ofligate of our ſex: but, happy as 1 have 
n in the converſation hep many wo 
accompliſhed the other, 1. 
prevent your 


york ſuffrages of 
„ of merit: and 
allurement 
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ak am thick ſe 
tenſive fame, which f 


ſeech Jou, what 


lents? 


powered all other emotions; it Ws" yet 


be acknowledged, that the ladies of anei- 
ent days frequently. poſſeſſed a wonderful 
influence in what concerned the political = 
welfare, and private affections, of the peo- 
ple to whom they belonged. But ſay, my 
friends, does it not reflect ſorne 
the fair ſex, that their talents. an virtues 
have ſtill been moſt 


luſtre on 


the greateſt renown? And tell nd 1 be- 


of its reputation "Trow: the female pens, 
that eminently adorn it? L 


of its: moſt important ok into 


the great machine of ſociety, as it moves 
| before yon: do not you perceive, that they 
are ſtill among its principal ſprings ? L Th 

not their ne ben men deeply _ 


age or country, diſtin- 
guiſhed in the annals of fame, has not le- 
ceived a part of that diſtinction from the 
numbers of women, whom it produced, 
yd conſpicuous ſor their virtues and their ta- 
| ook at this, in which you live: 
does 1 it not derive a very conſiderable ſhare 
adorn it? Look into the 
hiftory of the world a at - large: do not yon 
find, that the female ſex have, in a varie- 
ty of ways, contributed e to many 


" education 


A 


ſex in g 


fk i Puts. 
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ecathil on, And thoſe domeſtic ſeenps; 
where 10 much of life is paſt, and with 
which*its happineſs or miſery is ſo inti- 
mately blended?” Conſult your own Expe- | 
rience, and confeſs,” whether y 
touched by almoſt every thing t 


ey do, or 


 fay, or ook; confeſs, whether their very. 1 


ſoibles, and follies, do not © often inte eſt, 
. e pleaſe vou? | - TO IgE, 


There cannot, I am perl | ded, be many 
= wins ſymptoms of degeneracy, in an en- 

| lightened age, than a growing indifference 
about the regards of reputable women, 


and a faſ ionable propenſity to leſſen the 


the decencies of life, the ſoftneſſes of love. 
the ſweets of friendſhip, the nameleſs 
tender charities that pervade and unite the 
| moſt virtuous form of cultivated ſociety. 
are not likely, to be held in high eſtimati- 
on: and when theſe fall into contempt, 
What is there leſt to Ow humanize, or 
us mankind? | 3 
I am willing; id to ber * == 
When thoughtleſs youths preſume to Javgh | 
at women, it is not ſo much from any 
: W W as from: an-aim to * 5 
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Where this is the caſe, 


"the. ; 


5 ps 0 12 1 . 
the. XC wers of wit and ridicule, in imitati- 
on of thoſe profeſſed libertines, who. hav- 
Ing, among certain claſſes, acquired a name 

in that way, are ambitiouſly copied by 
Fs ſuch. as court the ſame kind of praiſe. 
With what pity have I ſometimes. liſtened 

to the low jeſts and miſerable criticiſms of 
ſtriplings, on this ſuhject; while they 
fancied, that, by adopting the ſtyle of 
their ſeniors in ſatire and licentiouſneſs, 

they exhibired proofs of amazing profi- 
ciency. in acuteneſs of remark, and know» 
| ledge of the world! But how has my 
compaſſion, both ſor them and their 
maſters, been mingled with. ſcorn, when 
1 have ſeen both aſſume, in female compar 
ny, the moſt reſpectful air, and the moſt 
complaiſant behaviour; when I have heard 
them, on the entrance of an agreeable 
woman, break forth into the language of 
compliment and rapture, the moment after Y 

they had been loading. She, er with abuſe 
| and derifion! iy Hr ol a nn rbiog =” 


* 
/ 


'' The unt 5 0 "thor W the 1 ri. 
q 5 8 nor the moſt violent, declaimers 
3 againſt women. can endure the thought of 
N being neglected even by. the meaneſt of 
rub The e for importance, is ſo 

e bas | 


0 . 24 
. apy rr ——— 
PIER TC 2 


175 b 13 7 

| dn na inſatiable and' FO yu as aged 
ten to ſeek its gratification from the very 
perſons, whom thoſe it actuates pretend. i 
at b times to treat e diſdain. * i 
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Suppoſe, G fi, yo! cy were told that” 
o women Tu ng of you in the 


nm: cifal OHNE 5 Which wulf. 
of "our ſex pronounce” upon hers, 
u not complain of the Raten 


| baby. 95 But ſuppoſe, that on meeting any. 
of you, immediately after, ſhe ſhould al- 


* * 


e aſſume a 1 © Kamei. 15 2 


L 4 52 3 


«BY 


l Te out 8 am by. no means. 
certain, war, d tt 


4% "v$.; 


| FM Nene. more eſpecially. were ſhe hand- 


Om. 


. their g of 


favouts. they have recei wed, o or, would . 
thought to have received, and, their, exhi-, | 


90 'of Fetter, — and gewgaws, 
| from 


al from her tribunal? Moſt pro- N 


be enchanted with the loothings. of this w, 
The credulity of looſe men „ 


"ſe of. Jour: number, who, 2 


"% 
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3 5 14 3 
from women Who flatter their. vanity. to 
make ſure of their purſes, are ſufficiently 


thoſe men to believe ſo implicitly ' in. the 
ſimcerity of ſuch artful creatures, where 
they themſelves are the objects of their art. 
at the ſame inſtant in Which they exult 
over them among their fellows, for giving 

credit to male adulation, demonſtrates * 
; weakneſs fuperlatively wanted 1 


© 4 YrOCet ds, © no doubt, in a great n ma. 
he: from. the. mean opinion they entertain 
of female perception; in which, we will 
venture to ſay, they are often exceedingly 
miſtaken, Where men are ig queſtion, it 
appears to me, that women not 'bewitched 
= i IF paſhon, or not biaſſed by Prejudice, 
are for the moſt part much deeper judges, 
l N | than i is generally -fuppoſed. Of this 1 am 
cCeertain, that the eaſe deſerving, of them 
1 take a pleaſure } in deridjng to one another, 
| and to their favourites, thoſe fools of our 


ſex, who at once” calumniate and court 
| theirs; while the worthy and the dignified | 
| | frequently hear the ſmooth AO. nd 

plauſible profeſſions,” made to them by 
rs of men. juſt as N hear the 


— 


ridiculous. _ May we not add, that for D * 
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it t ons of the greateſt, that people under 
its anten - e are almoſt the: ever row 


| 9 Gach Fox's 
uficant wor nen, may be caught 
17 by the krite, unmeaning compliments of 
ignorant, or of diſſolute men: but ſach 
men betray the narrowneſs of their views, 
no leſs than the vileneſs of their hearts, 
when they. conclude, that they can impoſe 


alike on all fenales, as if none of "an 


had underſtanding to deſpiſe. e or 
1 virtue to deteſt licentiouſnels. Ih 


< 2 15 * 8 gu 
n Ec: £ 
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vou, whom. I preſumed to poſſeſs more 


L ſpirit and ſentiment, apparently delighted 
wich the extravagant praiſes of thoſe male 


| paraſites) and impoſters, knowing their 
_charaQers, and in your moſt . con- 


l victions of diſdaining them? Truſt me, 


| Ladies, you forger at ſuch times what 


1 : 
a = 


 thoug h «they 7 WS not eng at ane pains to 


U mdities at 3 pride, 


4 i 5 3 5 ſhall: þ 3 my | 
: fair friends, that I haye been not a little 
| mortified, when I have obſerved ſome of 
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vo owe to yourſelves, ebe Wilp dit 8 cf 
opinion of men of ſenſe and honour) from 


- 


whoſe attachment =, you. can Kool 


often” beltow upon 
of your ex, is a8 Hürt 
e| tabliffinient, as t ot r p x 
ance. 1 have known women of C | 
able merit Who' have remained üncer 
ed, and become forlorn, for no 
fon but becauſe” they Had: giver. ſector: dif- 
guſt to delicacy and diſcernment, by the 
e which they ſextterel,) without | 
diſcrimination or choice "amongſt" all tl ©. 


men of their” Kequaintinee: d 
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1 Jigs now. mentioned the worſt ene 
0 Have 


mies of your ſex." When they 0 
deen accuſtomed to prey on beauty amongſt 
individuals, feof at virtue in all the reſt, 


a8 nothing better than hypocriſy or affec- | 


tation; "is there not reaſon to apprehend 


they would, in "this manner, fain leſſen to 
i own. minds the Sie. ef their paſt 


of 2, ih 


cond act, and 


as, in ther les, the barriers of male re 


2 $5 f 11 4 = 
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the fox; become fo 
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«v1 is poſſible, indeed, ties a man pay, 
wy long! eee wht the worſt part of 


as to diſbelieve the exiſtence of morals in 
the belt,” His infidelity on this article will 
be « rmed, if it has been his. fortune 


and auth are is Mae, e with 
and purity are rarely practiſed, and never 
known to be the means of pri | 
> The ſame inclination to queſtion even the 


poſſibility of virtue in women will be eo 
readily felt by ſuch 2 after loſing their 


. opinions of a late cele 


own at ited countries from 
whence it is baniſhed by univerſal levity 
and libertiniſm, while the eftabliſhed relj- 


gion of thoſe countries is only. . — - 


to lead ſuperficial thinkers into a contempr 
for better principles, and to relax, rathex 
than ftrengrhen, the obligations of duty, 
It is thus, I conceive, that we are chie 


brated writer, and many other men of the 
fame 1 in reference to/ the female | 


„ bY 
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depraved in his notions, {| 


{ ; a 


„„ 


ſelf· love ſhould teach us to judge as 


vourably as poſſible of our kind. To 4 
connected with a race univerſally worth- 
leſs, is methinks, not a very flattering 
idea. To be born of mothers. without 
virtue, or of ſuſpicious virtue, can ſurely 


confer neither honour nor delight. Would 


not one imagine, that honeſt pride alone 


TE is, you. . ps not very » to 5 
comp rehend the prepoſterous and gloomy, 8 


oo I-not have ſaid the horrid and ma- 


* lignant, pleaſure, which many take in 


fancying thoſe boſoms to be hardened with 
 avarice, blackened with falſhood, or em- 
bruted with ſenſuality, which, unleſs the 
contrary 
chaſte abodes of honour, veracity, and 
generous affection. What a turn of mind 


muſt that be, which is fond of figuring 
the darkeſt paſſions, the fouleſt demons, 
to lurk there where a feelings and 
+48 milder 


But need 11 remind thoſe es now. hear 
me, that equity, that reaſon, that common 
ſenſe forbids us to take our eſtimate of tje 
ſpecies from the moſt corrupt, or leaſt 
ſignificant, of them who compoſe. it? Even 5 


appears, ſhould be ſuppoſed the 


r 


58 4 Winder *houghus" are , diſpoſed! to behold _ 


the Virtues and the Graces A £2 


Uke ſo 8 . 1 Be winwac 5 


4 e 


5 * 
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Were 8 FR e no 1 beben 5 


0 for avoli ing all intereourſe with worthleſs - 
women, would it not be quite ſufficient, - 
that from ſuch |connexions men are too 
generally tempted to ſuf] pect che principles 

ok the virtuous? Tell us, ye votaries of 


Vice, ye who paint her with the ſmiling 
aſpect of Pleaſure, poſſeſſed of unrivalled 
attractions, ſurrounded: with inexhauſtible 
| ſtores of delight, tell us, we conjure Jau, 
what ſhe has to offer, as a proper com- 
penſation for the abſence of that ineffable 


* 


* 


charm which attends the image of female 


Innocence and ſweetneſs? But: we appeal 
to more competent judges; to ſuch as. 


have tried both fides, made the compari- 


ſon, and fixed their choice for the better 


part. Let them decide, Whether, next to 
the joy ariſing from a conſciouſneſs of 
Virtue in their own breaſts, there be any 
cegual to the contemplation of her - faireſt 
forms in the behaviour of others; of thoſe 
women in particular, from whoſe powers 
to pleaſe, to c 


n 


Ip tivate, in nameleſs irre- 
ſitible 5 


5 t 
e ways, ſhe Aren, an vad 


1 


5 any. 755 you, my young adi: | 
worn away, by a courſe of riot, your 
ſenſibility to the enchantment, you former- 
ly 3 in ſuch company? I pity you 
from my ſoul. I ſay not merely, that 


you have loft one of the fineſt perceptions = 


of the mind: I go farther, and aver, that 

1 ni ene e 2 the moſt elegant 
enjoyments of the heart, from its tender- 

eſt wiſhes, its ſofteſt anxieties, its ſweet- 
eſt hopes. The ſuperior endearments of 
female friendſhip, the triumphant ſenſe of 
poſſeſſing the affection of an intelligent 
and worthy woman, you, Sir, you are 

| ondemned never to know. Go, thou 
. wretched man, and try if thou canſt fill | 
up their place b. the mercenary careſſos 
of proſtitutes, and the applauſes of unat- 

tached, unfeeling, hollow-hearted liber- 
tines. But I turn from ſo fad a ſurvey to 

thoſe happy youths who have CO | 
caped ſuch e Influence. | 


As it is probable, that moſt 8 vill, 
after the confinement of the ſchool, of the 
college, of an — or of what- 
over . 


a 


ever roaldice as FO: paſs wack of your 
time in the company of women, it deeply 
imports you. to coalider, with ah ſort 
of women you ſhould aſſociate. The in- 
finite miſchiefs attendant on commutica- 
tion with thoſe miſerable females, who 
have forfeited their honour,” I will not 


now attempt to relate. At preſent 1 will 
Der vl e, ben that the ſons of Reaſon | 


6 


oldies W 3 3 3 
er than bad men, e, are e 
ſamples, will ever be perſuaded to believe; 
and even greater than would be readily | 
expected by the candid and virtuous: 5 
ſelves, were they to take their eſtimate 
ftom the general a of women in 
public life, inſtead of thoſe private ſcenes 
where ſhow and noiſe are excluded, where 
the flutter of faſhion is forgotten in the 
ſilent diſcharge of domeſti > 
where fernales of real value are incee fol 
Citous to be amiable and IEG, 5 
; mr OY 228 N 
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Lid 1 "i Ee women "en ofule | 
1 their own intereſt, or the reputation 
of their ſex, who enter eagerly into the 
buſlle of the mode, obtrude them elves on 
the gaze of the glittering throng, and ſa- 
_crifice the decent reſerves, | and intellectual 
attainments, by which men of ſentiment 
and delicacy are moſt taken, to the paſſion 
for dreſs, and viſiting, and ſplendor, and 
' prattling, and cards, and aſſemblies, and 
maſquerades without end. The coxcombs | 
of the age may be caught by ſuch arts of 
' diſplay, as much as thoſe can be ſo who 
are generally. captivated with themſelves. | 
They, no doubt, will be flattered with 
what they ſuppoſe to be an offering pre- 
ſented at their ſhrine, a price paid for their 


admiration... But, depend upon it, my 


ſiſters, thoſe men who are fog to be 


| A | - companions, -. faithful friends, 


and huſbands, will not be very for- 
ward to chuſe their aſſociates and partners 
for life, from the flaunting train of V anity, 
or the inſipid circles of Biſſipation. Nor 
will it always be very eaſy to convince 
them, that while the open theatre of the 
world exhibits ſo many trivial and inſipid 
. of the female ſex, its more 4 

| tir e 


* 


7 


creation, asTnow thin] 2 bad l e am 
i . Suk their ſubject in places of gay 
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re ſimplicity, ſoftneſs, a ſedate 

nd' rational converſation, muſt 
a give way to the boafted tone, an 

binn but illuſive figure of the ſociety in 

vogue, which ſeems to me a compoſition of 


6 talk, fantaſtic manners, expenſive 
outſide; ſervile imitation of the mode, in- 


eſſant amuſement, ruinous gaming, and 
eternal diſguiſe... May J venture farther, 
and acknowledge my aftc niſhment, when 
I have diſcovered that ſome ſenſible and 
—_ women, WhO in the country de- 
lighted all that came near them, by a ſt yle | 
and deportment perfecliy reaſonable 994 


_ bighly engaging, y yet. appeared to forget 


themſelves the moment they plunged in 
the diverſions and tumülts of the town! 


Their heads turned round in the whirl of 


a a faſhionable life; and their hearts, Which 


went forth to their friends in The . of 5 


Fe 1 4 5 
in ſcenes, hs: they. apprehended. that 


| ſentiment, affection, _ confidence, would 
e be objects u of deriſion. 80 then, 


es,” vou could reſign thoſe, ſwceteſt 
5 2 of the ſoul, for the reputation. of 


feeling , and relinquiſh, for weeks 
and for months, 
purſuits, to mix  familiacly and habitually | 
2 the herd of igferior . that run 
mad after ſuperficial amuſements, and the 
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we mean, that you. - Pas hut 
yourlelyes d up from all the reſorts of what 
is called Genteel Company, which, to ſay = 
the truth, is often but another name for 
well dreſſed. s? We do not mean, 
we do not wiſh, it. There are ſituations 
and connexions Which would render. it im: 
proper. To minds capable of: $ 
the pageant, _ as. it paſſes in Teview,. may 
occaſion many obſervations on the empti- 
bels and F of all but piety, 
worth, an rt-felt, enjoyment, ... Þ x 

it altogether ; impol ible, that a mare cor- 
re& appearance, a more cc eſs, 
Friendly hints dro Nag by accident, i im- 
s . n by good oe 
Without 
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without the, i of unten | 


gravity, may. ſometimes. leave uſeful im- 
preſlions, where they were leaſt expected. 
We only complain, that the friends of 


Virrtue ſhould ever be fo. far intangled in 0 
the maze of modern impertiaence, as to be 
afraid of living principally to nder 


to one ee and to che nob 
| ad their Win | 


| Such, I is 5 fm Cm: 1 


| rs. in theſe days, as to render it dif- 
ficult for a woman living in the world to 
keep chat line of wiſe reſerve, which rods 
moſt directly to female dignity and 
; nels. . 
and ages are known to have produced ve- 
ry different ideas on this point, as on 2 


multitude of others. The opinion of hirn 


ho affirmed, that a female's trueſt praiſe 
vas her not being talked of at all, might 
be reliſned in ancient Greece, where che 
married women were in a manner ſeclud- 
ed from ſociety, being moſtly. confined to 
the interior apartments of their houſes, 
7 and wholly engroſſed by domeſtic occupa- 
tions. According to our apprehenſions, it 
is hard to conceive how a practice in ap- 


* 


e ſo uncourteous to the ladies, as 


well 


Wee The cuſtoms. of different countries. 


l 


5 well as unanimating to the men, could 6 
tain amongſt a people highly poliſhed and 
uncommonly awake. Perhaps they Judged, 
that the ſummit of female glory lay in 
breeding and training children for the 
commonwealth; for that commonwealth, 
which was the great commanding object of 
their affection and zeal ; fo that, however 
a female here and there might be permit- 
5 to ſhine in the lights of ſcience, and to 
charm by the powers of converſation, the 
ſtudies neceſſary to this kind of eminence 
wiete Conſidered, in general, as not very 
compatible with the tender cares, and ar- 
duous attentions, of wives and mothers, 
devoted to the proſperity of the ſtate; nor 
were women remarkable for thoſe gequiſi- 
tions uſually e as e 2 
188 bench i 


men, e to Wee feſtival ; 

1 tertainments, and even mi 
5 where young virgins appear 
a freedom of attire, an expoſition of beauty, 

Ind a boldneſs of manner, but ill conſiſtent 

wy with 


| 5 Þ 27 1 5 | 
_ the juſt: ſtandard of female Gee 


and atttaction; though by theſe means 
they would, no doubt, acquire uncommon 


vigour and reſolution, become more ſtrong- 
ly intereſted in the atchievements and ho- 
„and be qualified 
in que time 1 giving DO to gan ee 


nours of a warlike rac 


PAY; | 
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e in = e e ti wins were 


5 ſubjected to ſevere reſtraints, the maidens, 
not excepting the daughters of the prin- 
cipal citizens, were accuſtomed to be ſeen 


in proceſſions, dances, and gynaſtic exer- 


ciſes, which, if not very improving to their 


virtue, ace however contribute to 


ſtrength of conſtitution, and gracefulneſs 7 


: of demeanour, while they gave ſufficient 


opportunity of Rudying to 11 5587 the lg | 


, T the male + gl "DRAW | 


The fair ſex! in thoſe ln BEND on 
many occaſions, reſpected as the judges 
and rewarders of manly enterpriſes and 
magnanimous deeds, would naturally kin⸗ 
dle, in the youth of their country, an e- 
mulation and ardour peculiarly conducive 
Ie ranked 8 11 . 2755 1 
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| "When "Man thoſe iluſtrious people we 
turn our eyes to the Eaſtern regions, what 
do we ſee but ſwarms of effeminate and 
voluptuous men, who are either tyrants or 
flaves; and of ignorant, idle, luxurious 
women, whoſe higheſt deſtination is to 
$ gratify the1 temperate defires, or humour 
Com the proud caprices, of their maſters; a ſet 
HA of wreiches as arbitrary as they are ſenſual, 
and whoſe jealouſy and inſolence join with 
their want of tafte and refinement to treat -—- 
_ thoſe poor impriſoned females, as merely | 
eee to their paſſions? ep e 
and Virtue are allied at 82880 view. 


in firne/of de Weltten nations we are 5 '» 
preſented with a very different ſcene. It "IN 
15 the infirmity of our nature, to be almoſt. 
always in extremes. In France the Wo- 
men are ſupreme: hoy govern all from 
the court down to the cottage; and from 
their influence the men, at leaſt in che 
more early periods of life, ſeem to derive 
their whole ſyſtem of ſentiments, inclina- 
tions, and manners, Can it be thought 
ſurpriſing, if the conceit and volatility of 
the former, continually nouriſhed and flat. 
OS 8 
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raced; ſhould, in a climate which gives 
animal ſpints light as air, infect the latter 
with a vanity, a giddineſs, and an effemi- 


nacy, that characterize their youth to a 


proverb? But then, if 1 miſtake not, it 
muſt happen in ſuch a country, that when 
knowledge, good ſenſe, obſervation, and 
ſedater years take place, men will be found 
much the more courteous and amiable, as 
well as entertaining and accompliſhed, for 
their conſtant intercourſe with a ſex whom 
they are taugh{*from the beginning to 
zreat. with attention and reſpect; a ſex 
whoſe ſociety in general, wherever it is 
cultivated with a proper regard for deco- 
rum and elegance, cannot fail to ſoften 
the temper, enliven the genius, and give 
an agreeable e to * whole n. 
ment. 5 


__ bag de is not more cultivated on ſuch a 
footing in this country, has been often re- 
gretted by perſons who deſpiſed very 

heartily the unmanly levity and loquacious 
nonſenſe of French coxcombs. Here the 
| ſexes meet with a . or leſs degree of 
frequency and freedom; but for what 
purpoſes chiefly ? Shall I be forgiven, if I 
* mo PO eee o en. and talk of 


OO. 


dee ide the faſhions, 
diverſions of the ſeaſon, or rather, for the 
molt part, to repeat what they have heard 
about them; to partake in thoſe 
Iiverfions as often as they can; but both 


3 1 30 . 


| exting, 'of the weather, or of hs tems; 5 
viſn, and practiſe forms; to play at e 8 5 


others ſay 


in public and private to amuſe themſelves 


more than one another; to gratify the love 


ol dreſs, and diſplay the pride of opulence. 


In the mean while, what barrenneſs of - 
ſentiment, what want of taſte, vivacity, 


refleftion ! How little interchange 3 
+ minds, or reciprocation of thoſe winning 
regards on the part of the men, and in- 
tereſting manners on that of the women, 
which give the communion between the 
ſexes its een beauty and allurement! 


Co . the fund of ſolid Gale, * 


original humour, which has long diſtin- 


guiſhed the writers of this nation;  conſi- 
dering the valuable improvements in the 
philoſophy of the human mind, in ſeveral © 
branches of ſcience, in compolition, ſtyle, 
rafte, and the fine arts, which have been 
viſibly advancing for a courſe of Jem | is 
it not ſomewhat ſtrange, that the 


_ fation of the upper claſſes, and of thoſe in- 783 


dividuals in the middle ranks who have 


98 


4 


and remark on the 


been 


* 
fn 


— 


2 


4 4" ” 


been 8 by their education, does not 


in general take a better tincture, and ex- 


hibit a richer vein? But when we have 
| made the juſt exceptions, which we with 
pleaſure acknowledge to be many, it muſt 

ſtill be confeſſed, though not without pain, 


that the endleſs 7 pation, and enervating 


1 5 luxury, of the times, have produced a lan- 


guor of underſtanding, a feebleneſs of af- 
fection, and flatneſs of ſpirit, which diffuſe 


A mortifying inſipidity over the intercourſe 
of the ſexes: they meet without attraction ; 


they converſe. without delight; and they 


part without concern. I deſcribe the com- 
mon proceſs. Men and women of enlight- 
ened underſtanding, and polite behaviour, 

are in all countries and ages as like one 


another, as they are anden from the 


5 vulgar of whatever rank. 


That the company of filly + women muſt 


neceſſarily increaſe, amongſt youth, the 
evil we complain of, that the company of 
* artful women is always dangerous and of- 
ten fatal, and that aſſociation with thoſe 


females whoſe intellects and principles cor- 


_ reſpond not with their exterior allurements, 
has a tendency to effeminate and to cor- 


rupt, it were idle to 0 it were : hurtful 
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fiong, the 


1 


and e all nos; Py claſs, ; 
through whatever diverſity of circum- | 


- ſtances or manners, with” a minuteneſs 
and a freedom, which could indeed offend | 
none, but the malignant, che illiberal, or 
the prejudiced. Nor was He at a Joſs 
to diſcover, any more than flow to approve 
in the kindeſt ſtyle, laudable and excellent 
diſpoſitions in numbers of the other ſex. 
1 go farther, and ſay, that this ſex, ſo much. 
_ depreciated in theſe days, he was pleaſed 
to honour: with a pep 0 15 * 
attention and zeal. 1 | 


* 


His 1 it is true, was always 
regulated by a juſt diſtinction of characters, 
neither did he fail to reprehend, where it 
became neoeſſary, his firmeſt adherents, or 
his deareſt friends. The ſame voice, that ce- 
lebrated the wiſdom of Mary, reproved the 
anxiety of Martha. Our Saviour was well 


aware, that applauſe and admonition are 


equally the language of friendſhip, as oc- 
caſion is given for either. He never Was 
backward. to beſtow. the firſt when merite 
and to beffoy it openly, frankly, affottion- 0 
ately ; as, on the other hand, his regard for 
thoſe that loved him was too enlightened, 
and too pure, to, permit. his withhold 


. 


3 


5 
N 3 4 


inn 


LS, the 5 "when any part of cheir . 
rendered it requiſite. Ves, my fellow 


15 chriſtians, our Maſter was alike ſuperior to 
that littleneſs of ſoul which commends 


7255 reluctantly, with cold reſerve, or political 


4 caution, and to that ſervility or cowardice 
which remains ſilent when virtue e and faith- 
fulneſs call to 195 out. ; Tk peas 


1 After weh an e ſhall ny: 5 Mai- 
8 fter of religion, of Chriſt's Religion, be 
afraid or aſhamed to expreſs, in the moſt 


public manner, his reſpect for the more 


deſerving of the female ſex; to encourage 
by applauding their virtues, 'or, by admo- 


niſning them, to correct their faults; to 


enter into the detail of human conduct in 
ſpeaking to human beings; or to draw with · 
out diſguiſe the picture of a diſſipated and 
debauched age, whoſe reformation it is his 
duty to promote by all poſſible means, at 
whatever hazard of ridicule from the ſatiri- 
cal, of cenſure from the contracted, or of 
5 calumny and abuſe from the falſe and the 
malevolent? Againſt the miſerable, but un · 


5 wWearied, efforts of ſuch minds, the proper 
armour is a good conſcience, Joined oy the 


5 


7 moſt Pare 8 a Hd er 1 5 


. 8 | . „„ 
it requires much fortitude 
having felt an early predilection for Good 


to confeſs out 


and Amiable Women. It proceeded from 


an early obſervation of the modeſty which 


always adorns their deportment, of ne : 


elegance and vivacity which often. diſtin- 
guifh their converſation, and of unt de- 
lightful intereſt which the * | 


and atiraQtive manners, found among the 
moſt valuable of the ſex, are peculiarly - 


adapted to create in hearts of the leaſt 
feeling. Nor has our opinion in their 


favour, or our attachment to their ſociety, 


been leſſened, by longer experience, in any 
greater proportion than there is reaſan to 


apprehend the pleaſing ſenſibilities, and 1 


flattering ideas, of youth on moſt other 


ſubjecis, will naturally be lowered | in and 


| Pi” Wore , 


n is certain, Mu all enge are not 
Ml ſec t If ſuperior de- 
grees of eee ee and ſelf· poſſeſ- 
ſion are gained, when inclination and fancy 
become more cool, the objects of the latter 
will ſeldom appear ſo captivating to the 
* as hey were wont. Though their 
) nes 95 intrinße 5 


1 merit hex not . at t all ai 


they will ſcarcely ſtrike the een me . 
, ah the ſame ad ee * e Sg 3 


* 


75 ae allo be. cl ged, that, as 
ve advance gbraughahe world, wider views, 
ene  opportuniti s, and maturer judg- 
ments, with a variety of unexpected events 
[pr unimagined circumſtances, often. pain» 
ful, ſometimes deplorable, lead to mor- . 
; tifying diſcoveries concerning a num 
ber of characters in both ſexes: neither | 
can it be thought wonderful, if in the 
preſent condition of our nature we ſhould 
not find very many, who are capable of. 
| 7 a Cloſe ACC vaintanee or ſeyere i in- 


| When . B our WES” = 


a of unbounded confidence, and of 


admiration flaming to enthuſiaſm, what 
remains for us, but to be more moderate 
in our expectations, more reaſonable in 
our regards, and to cultivate that ſpirit of 
mutual forbearance which i is ſo becoming 8 
in imperfect beings, ſo neceſſary to our 
peace, and ſo noble a branch of chriſtian 5 
8 virtue ?. But how ſeldom are : theſe, N ae « 
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- Offended- hin f ec 


in u as well as 3 men are e prone 


to conceive diſguſt at thoſe abont them, 


inſtead of laying the blame on their own 
too ſanguine h 
of diſapprobation, occaſioned by particular 
inſtances of vice or folly, to exchange their 
former partiality for a leſs happy extreme, 
that of general ſuſpicion and unlimited 


s; and in the impatience 


fatire. In the mean time they forget to 4 


. conſider, that others are detecting frailties 
and failings in themſelves, which, unleſs 


they meet with kinder allowance than they | 
often make where their neighbours are 


concerned, muſt excite ſimilar diſaffection, 
and beget an aſperity of reproach which 
FRY, are ill AD: to 2 „„ 


e r would be the agg 


of mortals, were even the beſt of them to 


be tried by the ſtrict rules of unerring. 


rectitude; were no allowance to be made for 
temptations and imbecilities, from which 
it does not appear that human reſolution, 
or human. vigilance, has ever yet proved 
an univerſal preſervative. 1 But are none 
of you, Gentlemen, diſpoſed to exact from 


the other: 1 a * of 1 Which 
you - 


i 


4 


vou hold you 
ing 7 „ 5 . it is but too common for 


is always accompanied with injuſtice : for 
at the ſame moment that they pique therh- 
ſelves ri their own fu eriority, they de 


deper dance, and ene of, 

miſſion, I cannot doubt, when I con- 

| fider ir Shin midi of ampere. their ten- 
"Of 7 comforts hid: 


FH make, the many 
ven nedeſſaries of life hich | 
==. to procure without our aid, their 


eritſeas- want of our protection upon a $ 
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it it noble in Wat is! it JE 


exult in i their b debility? If to GH fallen. K 


TOO or” a hero, What is it 
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ry: tate, by every : 
means, to ngen our attention, and in- 
ure our regard. But if this be true, is "a 
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think, when 1 frequently find men of edu- 
cation and politeneſs, elegant ſcholars, and _ -. 
| ng” „when I find them 
too departing at once fror the gentleneſs 1 
and elevation of humanit and gracing 
wantonly in- . 
volving oven the beſt Gn in their un- 
bounded ſatire againſt the female race, 
and, as far as in them lies, ſacrificing 10 
wit and merriment the reputation of de- 
fenceleſs res, who are not preſent 
te vindicate themſelves, and have not 
power to puniſn their traducers? But 
the truth is, he who has not hap 
to witneſs "ſuch caſes, will hardly believe 
what eruelties of this kind are often dom - 
mitted by thoſe who Jei n not 
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race, 
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33 ok take revenge on | 
n for conſequences. which they thou vo 9 
. upon themſelves. |, 1 6 —_ woman is 
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eto) thy guardianſhip and direction 
that Creator, from been thou hadſt 2 
ut a little while before received her with 
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to Eternal advantages or ſuperficial acquire- 
ments, inſtead of being kept facred to the 


At the ſame time we have no c onception 0 
that the natural, eaſy, and reaſonable. e. 
preſſions of well · deſeryed and well- directed 
approbation can ever be incompatible mak! 
- prudence, or with piety; or yet thaticompal-: 
ſion © for the weak, and for them that are 
cut of the way, can be juſtly con ade 
by the ſtricteſt caſuiſtry. We appeal from 
unfeeling bigots, and ſavage de nfs, 
to the Divine Philanthropiſt in aur n 
No Jeſus loved Martha, and her Siſter.. 
And e e we learn, that as he 
| juſtified and comme ded the Siſter in the : 
moſt explicit cee e her fixed and 
humble attention to his — . 
when he blamed the too anxious, thoug 
not indevout Martha, he performed that 
leſs pleaſing taſk with a meekneſs worthy 
of himſelf. Is there not ſomething pe- 
cularly. mild; a ertain ſweetneſs of re- 
proof, in the very repetition» of her 
N 427 Martha, M. rtha, thou art care- 8 
4 ful and troubled about many things. 
I think I behold this good creature;coyered: 
with amiable confuſion, . at a rebuke, from 
her Maſter and her riend, thus tender 
| cConveyed. 
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citude, in preparing ſor the entertainment 5 


1 of her gueſts, not only produced ſome 
Wouarmth and diſcontent on the ſubject of 


her excellent Siſter, but threw her into a 
reſtleſs agitation. of ſpirit; reſembling the 
ſtate of a perſon in a tumultuous: crowd, 
- where ſo many are preſſing upon him, 
that he can ſearcely ſtand his ground; for 
this, it has been obſerved, the original 
word eee to ee jr T0 048 the _ 


: the foul: ſaffer by the ee we of lirtle 

cares! It is plain however that honeſt Mar- 
tha, as well as happy Mary, was, not- 
withſtanding a conſiderable diverſity of 1 Fon 
, ron dee | ly n and ee 
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5 of Affection, have in all ages, if miſtake 


ceient or mod 


not, been fotich moſt frequently among 
Women. Witneſs the ſpiritual aſſemblies, 
the domeſtic intercaurſes, the hiſtory and 
poetry of different men dee an- 

commonly 00 20 
tte greater number ws r(hi 
W not women been often e emi- 
1 nent 


nent 0 fliat and eee ank Do not 
the records of human actions hrongh - 
ſucceſſive periods, nas thoſe: repreſenta- _ 
tions of human characters whict have been > 

| founded on them by the tragic and the 
fuſe, —do not they abound with ex 


fry. in the ela ſex, of extraordinary 

 facrifices made by women, I ſay by Wo- 2 
men, to the intereſts of Heaven, to the 
cauſe of Truth, to the happineſs of r bas 
Country, to virtuous love, to honeſt fame, 
to the fineſt wad: ee e abe 5 
ee V | 


N o file fa 00 e a | piety | ' Superſtition, and 


thoſe es n it . | 
. neſs to turn into ridicule whatever is moſt 
reſpectable or ſacred. The Athenian Sage 
himſelf was held up as an object of laugh - 
ter: but did he deſerve it? Even the 
e Deliverer was in contempt called . 
The friend of publicans and ſinners? 


piety and genero 
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by the prejudice, 0 or ; ditonoured by we 


een 5 


Tü many! women beg Ing 9 


tious and many romantic, even to diſ- 
traction, we readily acknowledge, though 


we do not think that examples of . 


8 abound in the preſent 


But where is the wonder if . 
minds, weak by nature, or enfeebled by 
diſeaſe, or depreſſed by misfortune, * f 


ſhould none of theſe be the caſe, - 
ed by a narrow education, alarmed by the 


_ diſmal repreſentations of ſome well-mean- 


ing preachers and writers, or led cap- 


4 /-tive by the ſleight of men who lie in 
© wait to deceive,” and take advantage of 


tender ſpirits and apprehenſive imagina- 


ons; where, I fay, is the wonder, if | 
become a prey to religious ter- 
ror. and deſpondence; or if thoſe amongſt 


ſuch minds 


them, who eſcape ſo dreadful a ſituation, 
Fes loſe the enjoyment of life, by miſtak- 


ing gloom for piety? Have we. not ſeen 
men as well as women often labouring un- 
iftake, and ſometimes dri- 


eſpair and n 0. ane * * 
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9 5 I would likewiſe aſk, Can it excite ſur- 
priſe, if paſſions conſtitutionally ardent, 
unreſtrained by authority, unenlightened 
by inſtruction, encouraged: by habitual 
| idlenefs and faſhionable amuſements, in- 
' flamed and inſtigated by flatterers, com. 
panions, books, occaſions of the moſt 
dangerous kind, are frequently carried to 
an exceſs deſtructive of all ſober thought 
Et and internal ſerenity, even when reputa- 
tion and decorum are preſerved? Inſtead 
of thinking it ſtrange, that this ſhould oc- 
eur fo often amidſt ſuch a combination of 
ſnares, I cannot for my part but admire that 
it is not yet more common. The ſwarms 
of fooliſh and of worthleſs novels, ince(- 
fantly ſpawned by dull and by diffolate 
fcribblers, and with unwearied induſtry 
diſſeminated from our Circulating Libra- | 
_ ries, were alone ſufficient to ſwallow up, 
WE amongſt the young and gay, all ſober re- 
flection, every rational ſtudy, with every 
virtuous principle; and to introduce in 
their room impure ideas, extravagant de- 
fires, and notions of happineſs alike fantaſ- 
tic and falſe. By the influence of thoſe 
productions on unguarded readers the 
whole 1 of life ſeems converted into 
e 5 1 FORCE 3. 


; one t mY Hotlfing: is tegard d ag 
worth a thought, which does not promiſe 

tog gratify inelination, to cheriſh vanity, 
or to lead that wild and reſtleſs adventurer, 
Javenile Faney, through a 1 had of 
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tion to the whole ſex! But while thoſe 
arma wanderers ſtrike the eye of ob- 
ſervation by the peculiar” infelicity of their 
caſe, the ''numberlefs women who never 
5 deviated are overlooked and forgotten; 
Juſt as a feu ſtrayed ſneep engage the at- 


tention of the traveller, who ſtops not to 
1 flock” FOO" woe | 
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_ er as gen younger part 61 . 
e > World as now! placed in a ſtate 
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Of the: Hapleſs creatures W 8 loſt 15 
er character, how ſmall is the propor- 


| leaſure and ſhow, with 
th that proctres them, are become 
the chief, almoſt the only objects; where 
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ly, it becomes the peat of our ſex 
to bow. with e ee the eee 


TOE 
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10 e to women = a N claſs, 
give me leave to aſk, Who are uſually. the : 
authors of their ruin and infamg be ho, 
but the very wretehes that ſuſpect and 
upbraid the ſex on their account 2. Match- 
leſs effrontery! Not ſatisfied with caſti 
the firſt ſtone at the poor offenders, whom 
they themſelves have contributed to miſ- : 
lead, they preſume to glance it on the in- 
nocent by-ſtanders! And by what means 
are thoſe unhappy beings I ſpeak of moſt 


frequently undone? By what other, en 
an artful and unwearie 


> 
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like the other kind affe&tions-i 
Nature, -would under. jut eee hf 
duce we: gy eee 1 \ hick that coat 


their deſtruction 5 Their fond imaginations 


ſenſibility. Uapiincipſed. . as. are * majo- 
_ - rity of our ſex, and unguarded as are too 5 

mwany even amongſt ihe virtuous: of the 
tener 


a me, 0 1 pa N 5 
of thoſe women, who ee forfened that 
virtue, en -whioh they are loſt to ſo- 

, ciety, io character, to happineſs. . But with 

2, 3 is it nat 


men Cee a. ee e into a e as for 


have been ſet on fire by obſequiouſneſe, 
and courtſhip, and. e 2 pro- 
| and itior reſents, and 
vows, © without end. And alt vat ES 
perhaps, they have been without E : 
to protect, or a friend to warn them. Of 
thoſe who have parents, and friends, as 
they are called, how few are the happier 
_ IND. 
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Cod knows, being frequently ſo ure 
as to encourage, A not to LING: chem in 
vice and 1 Ts Ta tt 


That 8 "a 3 1 
ſhould ſometimes run to 3 beyond 
the ordinary limits of male tranſgreſſion, 
may perhaps be accounted for from the 
Vivacity peculiar to the ſex; from a wiſh 
to eſcape, by the violence and rapidity of 
their career, that reflection which men 
have many more ways of eluding ; and, 
may we not add, from that Paſſion for 
attracting notice by ſome means or other, 
which, after burſting the bounds of Sy 1 
and decorum, hopes to effect its purpoſe 
by ſingularity in wickedneſs, and auda- 
city of manners? Is it not alſo poſſible, 
1 ſpeak 1 it with caution, that Providence, 
ever intent on extracting good from evil, 


may, by giving them over to a repro- 5 | 


S bate mind,” permit ſuch. flagrant inde- 
cency, in order to deter the innocent from 
a path which, once entered, might lure 
dem on to f the Ws extreme, 88 . 
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who fay it are Mogi then 


5 a for modeſty? Have you never 4 
| heard ſuch cenſures from fops and fribbles, © 

_ , © race crcaruns- not 10 be farpaſſed in 

fen fooliſh boatding-Rtpal? The 11. 
lufions.of felf-love are often merely ſub- 


jects of ridicule : but when human beings 
_ confidently reproach the characters of others 


with thoſe. very follies which are conſpi- 5 


cuous in their own, and which, let it be 
. obſerved, they are hourly - labouring by | 
their example, converſation, and encou- 
_ ragement, to propagate; We then ſinile, 

| s pity, W and e at once. 15 5 


* whitevir" A che ede is. 


owing, good-nature will forgive a female, 


| who appears to be fond of her 


perſon or 


dreſs, much more readily than a man Who 
| betrays the ſame weakneſs, Perhaps, in- 
deed, this indulgence to the other ſex is 
at the bottom a compliment to our own: 
perhaps, Gentlemen, we are willing, on 
fluch occaſions; to make more allowance 


for the imbecility of thoſe who were form- 5 


1 to delight us, not ſo much by an emu- 
lation of intelleQts, as by external graces 
. . united with On; ſofter” 


D 2 1 virtues 
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virtues of. the 1 My ſprightlier 
charms of the Se Ie nien it re- 
1 any extraordinary and 
female education is too often directly 
2 to We * * female | va- 


. . 


a 3 it not ll W has 28 1 are 
from their childhood told every day of 

beauty, and ornament, and the pains to be 
taken about both? Do they not mani- 


feſtly diſcover, in moſt of the women with 
whom they converſe, a perpetual anxiet7 


on thoſe articles; and in many of the men, 
a perpetual proneneſs to admire and extol 
the ſex, exactly 1 in proportion to their out- 
ward attractions ?- Are not-their very play- 
things ſo decked out, as often to inſpire. 
the love of ſhow and embelliſhmeat, along 
with their earlieſt, and even their beſt im- 


preſſions; thoſe, I mean, that are con- 


nected with kind affection and tender care? 


And when they grow up to partake in the 


. . diverſions, and to engage in faſhionable 
reading, what do they generally find in 


all theſe, but eternal mafks of attention 
to appearance and ſplendor? They can- 
not even walk the h of a country | 
town, 


r to reflect, 5 


K 


town, [within having their. eyes caught | 
0 8 the exhibition of gaiety and finery 1 in 


almoſt every window. As for the metro- 
polis, what i is it elſe but the general mart 
ol all that can propagate admiration of an 
coutſide, or, if you will, one intire and 
enormous ſcene of enchiaritrient, - where. 
Faſhion, Opulence, and Oftentation, are 
inceſſantly practiſing their witchcraft? 
From thence the incantation is every where 
diffuſed; and hardly any where are found 
parents, or teachers, poſſeſſed of talents 
and principles proper to oppoſe its influ- 
ence. In reality, how few mothers or 
miſtreſſes at preſent are either qualified, 
or ſolicitous, to form in the youth of their 
ſex, a taſte for the decent wa the ſimple, 
and at the ſame time the eleg 
_ graceful, in looks, in attire, in air, in de- 
meanour; and to imprint upon them a con- 
viction, that all exterior recommendations 
ſhould ever be regarded as ſubordinate to 
I the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpi- * 
nt,“ of an improved and pious mind! 
: hea theſe things are conſidered, can you 
: er 8 pn women pes oo W 
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| After all, we. 3 not to . —_— 


the love of dreſs, ws an habitual ſtudy of N 


| perſonal attractions, are cloſely interwo- 
ven with the female character. That bey 
are ſo, ſeems evident from the; hiſtory ok 
all nations and, ages, whether poliſhed or 
barbarous. And from this very circum - 
ſtance we conclude, that they are origi - 
nally prompted by Nature. Nor have we 
any douht that, under right c direction and 


within due bounds, they are adapted ta 


anfwer important purpoſes in ſociety, b7 
contributing to engage the notice and re- 
gard of men; by employing the powers 
* of induſtry, of imagination, and of taſte; 
buy ſoftening theacares, and enlivening the 
toils, appointed for the tender ſex; and 
by ſupplying many amuſements ſuited ta. 
the ſtate of humanity at large, as a ton dene 
of bene frailty, nad K after! _ PE ol 


1 er tendencies, i indeed . Oats may 


© now and then give way to 15 as chance 


to be ſtronger. Diſguſt at the vor; 
auſtere ſyſtems of religious. morti p 55 


vehement purſuits of different kinda, = 
ſometimes perhaps a high ſtrain * wht 5 


ſbophie — BY, render a few fe- a 
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mired on the ſcdre of ext 
Which we only excuſe in the fodls" of the | 
ſex, or in grits of fifteenf It cantie 

ce ir is much to be regretted. 
What piry but tHofe womer toil be per⸗ 
usted to cutivatè à more H 
teligion, and a nobler ſpirit'6f "fiberality ! 
They world: then riſe above ſuch weak- 
neſs: they would then experience an ele- 
vation and a joy of the beſt kind, in facri- 
fieing the folly and Parich of lig to intel 
AAeetrat ptrſuits, and charttable decds: and 
let me telf them? they would" then ſtand 
1 itt the op P inen 3 
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objects of rtibfe dignity! or Fn than 
hilt 'fermals, Arg thow 10h en i ts — 
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; ide et to bore fi PN. 
tice of for either; but, while ſhe is too 
ſincere to diſavow any advantage ſhe has 
m Nature or education, be- 


rec eived fre 
; haves wth compolure, eaſe, and court th 
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are Alone of 1 value. W 


peradve nture it will be caked, Ds 0 
| an ihtoxicati n of Vanity v / 
dour yill be able to pardon 
not many, for example, po © 


ilk 4 | 


s, that ſuch e Vith I: 


t * no can | 


notion, that almoſt every man is in lore ; 
with them, 'who ſeems pleaſed 'with' their 


| ſentiments, or flattered” by their ſmiles, 
or diſpoſed to ſay obliging _ in their 
company, or perhaps to ? 
ones without a ſingle profeſſion 
I is ſhamefully true. Indelicate and d 
picable creatures! We bluſh on your ac- 
count; nor will we offer the leaſt apology 
for fo extfavagant a conceit, for a deluſi- 
on 0 very Sroſs. Had vou either pru- 
getty, you would beware of conftruing ; 
into a ſerious paſſion even a thouſand coms 
* plimental ſpeeches, or yet a thouſand warm 
proteſtations of I know not what eſteem, _ 
P artachment, and zeal, or indeed any ol — 
fible aſſiduities, or appeatances of tender- 
| the! matter 480 no fat her; 


0 ration, and a direc 


chief is 


8 bitterneſs, t 
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of called affection, but an ex 

| C addreſs. Not 
would utter, God forbid. I would, 2 1 
in excuſe for thoſe of our ſex, that ha- 


biually. or. deliberately. indulge themſelves 
ma behaviour, which they cannot be long 


ignorant is too apt to be dangerouſly. nub. -. 


taken by young. women. Gracious. Hea-. . 
ven, that any one ſhould thus play with 
the peace and happineſs of the very per- 


ſons, whom manhood and generoſity ought i 5 
to protect Little will. it avail to plead, on 1 "2 


that you had no intention, when the miſj- | 
done, when a fond unguarded 
| heart is inveigh *- WY | 
hat may..nevi r ceaſe e, 
is opened in a breaſt, perhaps in more 
than one breaſt, whoſe Chief, or 12 may 
be. whoſe only, fault was. believing you to 
be in earneſt. Learn, ye credulous fair! 
oh. learn to truſt your heart with no man 
wha. does nat tell you plainly that he has 
given you his, with a reſolution. to give 

| Faw his bay 199, as ee as ns: tir WW TE 


e by me 
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When a fountain . 


| females, who catch with eagerneſs at thy © . 


5 ſemblance. of - re 


dhe matrimonial connexion, G 

J Aaying, that we abhor alike  _ 
and their impudence; that 

on all the rules of decent 


| man, co-operating with the . 


| tiality high: moſt perſons have for them- _ n I 
ſelves, ſhall induce a woman to conclude : 
too haſtily, that ſuch a man is attached =: 


her; it will be decent at leaſt to conceal a | 
| ſuaſion, which women of prudence e and 
delicacy will ever be flow to entertain. To. | 
entertain it raſhly, we have ſeen, is always 
wrong, and frequently pernicious. We | 
now ſubjoin,” that to declare it bluntly is 
both unwiſe and contemptible- But then 
we ſhould remember, that the | 

is chargeable on many men. | 
particularly concerned for v | 


timent, when 1 how often weir „ 
breeding is put o the trial 
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ſenſe cannot but deſpiſe; leſt e common 88. 5 
viliry ſhould, with ſuch preſumptuous 
ſools, paſs for fondneſs. - Surely, Gentle- 
mumen, one of the laſt things a man of ſenſe 
and modeſty, will ſuſpect is, ee woman 
is p——— of him. 55 5 
; aden übten e 1 W 
LIES to fribbles, witlings, and libertines- With _ 
wut triumph have we heard them repeat; 
in the words of the poet, that Every 
woman is at heart a Rake! In this un- 
| charitable ſyſtem they think | themſelves. 
ſtrufficientiy ſupported, by the conduct of 
thoſe females who W from a ſtate of 
ſobriety, whether real or affected, fallen 
if there were in truth no more virtue 
among the reſt, how bre ge n 
_ way ſare en ene 


That the 6 in e are 8 = 
men I ſpeak of have Soch-at mn on 7 

to propagate; and this opinion has, 1 
know not how, gained ground among num- 

| bers Sum hom we might expet᷑ - 


ö ring „„ | cunning; 


uy cunning; 5 that i polleſledieh.. 


better talents, often degrade and pervert | 
tem to the concealed 3 of power, of 


lucre, or of miſchief, we are far from de- 1 


nping. Nor is it to be diſguiſed, that too 
many women of elegance and ſenſe have 
ſubmitted to a piece of deceit, on which 


the very beſt friends of the ſex mult ever 


reflect with grief and amazement ; I mean, 
Sirs, that of vowing at the altar of God 
uncealing love and honour. to men, for 
whom it is not poſſible that ſenſe or ele- 

gance ſhould entertain either ſincere affec- 
tion or eſteem; to men ſo flagrantly pro- 
fligate, ſo -palpably inſignificant, or ſo 
exceedingly diſagreeable, that all the 


world muſt be convinced ſuch ſacrifices - 


of underſtanding, taſte, ingenuity, and 
the pleaſures connected with the heart, 
could only be made to the demon of © 
Covetouſneſs, the idol of Rank, or the 
paſſion for Splendor. When they are 
incited by indigence or the dread of it, 
in perſons eſpecially who were well born 
and delicately, bred, it is a piteous caſe, 
and will be conſidered accordingly at 
the bar of Humanity. The motives, on 


| wink Lag eee a connexion was 
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5 e forgiven at that bar 


% 1 under. thoſe e ee | 
who afterwards p form their duty as 
well as they are able. But what ex- 
_cuſe or mitigation | ſhall be found where 
there was no actual diſtreſs, no pain- 
ful dependance ; where perhaps, on 
the contrary, there was an eaſy, or 
even an. affluent fortune? If ſuch le- 
gal proſtitution is uſually productive 
_ of laſting remorſe and miſery, is the 
"reſult NO, or "Og e un 
5 an 25 


e in W it appears to me, 
this if ſuperior artifice implies ſuperior . 
praiſe, the latter is fairly due to Men. 
Their plots and ftratagems are laid 
much deeper; and executed with much 


7 more boldneſs, regularity, and vigour 


as they commonly turn upon objects 
of greater conſequence, and are often 
prompted by a keener rancour, or a 
more ardent impetuoſity. 1 puniſh | 
neglect, to blaſt a rival, to take revenge 
on infidelity in a lover or a huſband, | 
has indeed not ſeldom. employed, and 
; with WA 1252 the art of a difap- 
oy e * 


1 


= whe ſchemes of thoſe females that 
are fond of ſcheming from littleneſs 


e and Finne Woman. 


bol foul, or à notion of being wondrous 
” cunning; refer for the moſt part to 


What? Why, truly, to the obtaining of 
ſome ſmall pecuniary advantage, or pet- © 
ty ornament, or new Tat of dreſs, 'or 
favourite amuſement, or additional im- 
portance; to leſſen the Kune lower the 
reputation, or obſtruct. the | ſucceſs, f 
any particular .perſon or perſons of their 
own ſex, whom they behold with an 
invidious eye, or. fs fine to- impoſe on 
the men for their own purpoſes... But 
Where the men are not very ſimple, or 
very fond, or intoxicated by youthful 
paſſions, © they will commonly - without 
much difficulty ſee through the cobwebs 


that are ſpread to catch them. And as „ 


do the other childiſh tricks daily played 
5 by ſuch women, ſurely a good-natured 
man will view them with a mixture of 


mirth, pity, and ene rather Youu 


| r warm indignation... ebe 
„ate, 555 ſhall we WTO of : 
he craft, the duplicity, the falſehood, - 
the api the * To deep under- 
5 : 15 e 


- 


tze other; or to gratify their avarice, 


| of our kr 10 gin der — 


ambition, are or envy? Let Ob- 
1 let Hiſtory anſwer the queſ- 


by pointing to the - numberleſs 


155 . of evils produced by ſuch cauſes, 
wherever wealth, luxury, and falſe re- 
en, have rendered men artificial. : 


The 3 aides: in our Si 
it may be obſerved, are marked gene- 
rally by an openneſs, and always by a 


probity, that reflects the greateſt credit 


on their hearts, and, I add, on their 
underſtandings alſo. Yes, my beloved 
and honou red auditors, After all that a 
late well-known maſter, patron, and 
teacher, of Diſſimulation has advanced to 
the contrary, I do not heſitate to pro- 
nounce Diſſimulation, and indeed the 
whole family of Cunning, by whatever 
name dignified, impotent and miſerable 
1 of manly Ability and genuine Wil- 

dom. [I ſubjoin, that men of integrity 

and 3 diſplay a nobleneſs, which 


fails not ſooner or later to ſtrike and 


perſuade beyond all the paltry arts in 
the PS, and 1 call the beſt and 
; . greateſt 


1 Py 


greateſt ſpirits 1 every age to witneſs, | 
that ſuch men are placed upon an em: 
nence, from which they may look down, 
with ſuperlative ſcorn, on the whole in- WB 
glorious race of Knaves, Liars, and Diſ⸗ — -—_- 
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E mighty influence which human 
beings have upon the character 
and happineſs of one another, and the mi- 
nute caſualties by-which they are often 
3 aſſociated, cannot but appear, to reflecting 

minds, among the moſt. myſterious ar- 

rangements of Providence. The very 


4 


rſons, who might have probably been 
wiſe and bleſſed, had they fallen into pro- 
per company, are frequently corrupted and 
undone, 
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undone, by inſenſibly forming imprudent 


connexions: and, although I ſincerely be- 
lieve, that ſome of the ſweeteſt pleaſures, - 


which the ſoul: can taſte, muſt ariſe from 
the ſociety. of Women, yet by ſome ſtrange | 
infatuation men often convert it into a 


ſource of miſery. Either they expect too 
much, and being neceſſarily diſappointed 


are chagrined and ſoured ; or elſe, from 
unreaſonable and unworthy prejudices a- 


gainſt a ſex, whom the Almighty created 
for their companions and their comforters, 
they are precluded from a felicity which 
no other object in this world can equally | 
1 


7 


8 nd: 3 od 1 aR | 


is the ſingular mortal, that can keep the 


balance even? Is it not, with a very few 


_ exceptions, abuſe on the one ſide, or adu 


lation upon the other ? We would willingly 
recommend the juſt medium, and warn 


you, my younger brethren in particular, 


againſt either extreme. That of diſpa- 
raging the ſex ſeems, as I before hinted, 
the mode at preſent. Many of the parti- 


culars I have already conſidered. Amongſt 


thoſe which I have not, we may reckon 


the charge of Female E which we 


have 
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: have heard: ddvanced: reiterated,” and dwelt 
upon with fo much exultation. 


| That e We is e very 
ay amongſt vulgar and uninſtructed 

women, without generous feelings or the 
reſtraints of religion, we as freely confeſs. 


But can it ſurpriſe any who reflect, that 


thoſe who want in themſelves a fund of 


worth or intelligence, ſhould not be much 


inclined to diſcover or acknowledge it in 
others, or to ſearch for matter of rational 


and harmleſs entertainment, when the 


joy of finding fault, ſo natural to the un- 
corrected malignity of illiberal minds, can 
be obtained without labour from the con- 
jectures of idleneſs, the rumours of miſ 


8 repreſentation, nd "me imperfeions of 


nocd 80 


The narrow "Giles to which _ be. 
males are confined, and ow frequent 
nmunication with one another in 'the 
4 of men, joined to 
competitions which muſt often take place 
Where there is little enlargement or bene- 
volence, will too readily excite ſuch per- 
fons to amule themes at the'e xpence of 
others. e ; 


he unamiable 


E But 
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e what is all this to thoſe: that are 
1 taught, and have better affections, 
whoſe hearts ſtream with tenderneſs, whoſe _ Wo 
| imaginations | ſparkle with 'vivacity, and 
whoſe intellects are improved by uſeful 
reading and polite converſation ? Amongſt 
this claſs of women, it is but juſtice to 


declare, we have not found the malicious ; 


ſneers, or the impertinent tattle, ſo com- 


monly imputed to the ſex at large. Whe- 


ther the ſame thing can be always ſaid even 
of thoſe men, from whoſe ſenſe and breed- 
ing it might be juſtly hoped, let an. male | 
a en determine. . 


of his 1 am eos . our n Maſter NT 


FD: Model expreſſed himſelf with peculiar 


gentleneſs, where women; were concerned.” 


We have before remarked the beautiful 
manner in which he reproved the over- 

ſolicitous Martha; as well as praiſed her 
ſweetly- penſive Siſter. It is true indeed, bo, 

that, when upon a particular occaſion his 
Mother preſumed to direct him in the 
exerciſe of his miraculous power, he aid 
to her, not only with an air of reprehen- 
ſion as the caſe required; but with a plain- 
neſs of language, which, conſidering pe⸗ 
yy to whom Ho 1 5 is apt to hurt 
a modern 


2 1 car ay ak, Witt what. have 1 
ine do with thee, that thou ſhouldſt 
take upon thee to tell me how and when 
my dee are to be wrought But then 
| it ſhould be obſerved, that thotigh it is 1 
mode of expreſſion not admitted amongſt 
us, to call a perſon, Woman, hen we wn 
| ſpeaking to her, if ſhe” be one whom'w 
think entitled to any reſpect, vet om + of 
the politeſt authors of antiquity make the 
moſt e e and the beſt bred, 
princes uſe it in addreſſing themſelves to 
Ladies of the higheſt rank: and even fer- 
| vants too are repreſented as adopting the 
ſame ſtyle when they ſpoke to their Mi- 
Ktreſſe. zuch 1 was the ſimplicity of anci- 
ent days But when the Woman of 
Canaan l to our Saviour, with the 
moſt reſpectful and affectionate earneſtneſs, 
in behalf of her much-afflited daughter, 
did he not, beſides at firſt ſeeming to ne- 
glect her petition, and then for ſome time 
to refuſe it with coldneſs if not averſion, 
proceed, as though all this were not diſ- 
couraging enough, to embitter his refuſal 
with a phraſe apparently harſh and humili- 
ating in the extreme? Gracious Redeemer! 
What an' aſpect doſt thou here aſſume! Is 
ow 9 to thy uſual tenderneſs? Is 
VVV 


f 


ROM 1 1 


eg. W at 
once turns with a happy dexterity on our 
Saviour's words, and extracts arguments 
| fram the very language of unkindneſs. 

+ Againſt hope ſhe believes in hope.” 
She conquers ; ſhe triumphs. A treat- 
ment ſo ſtrange in appearance, on the part 
of Jeſus, was not intended to overwhelm 


this worthy creature's heart, but to illuſ- 


er gn 0 — ng 2 | 
— © Woman, great is thy faith: be 
c ge was made whole from that very 
. | 


1 might be added, den W emale 
penitents Were cenſured: without mercy . 
ſanctimonious pretenders, our Saviour 
omitted not to plead their cauſe, and that 
his —_ even to the 12 ſinners 


n _ outs, is uſes: 4 * of 
the moſt awful ſeverity. No, my bro- 

thers, noble minds cannot endure the idea 
ol inſolence to the weak and the wretched ;. 


leaſt of all, when it ſkulks under the maſk; 
* ne 5 Gadd! 


But to go on os our 1 amongſt 
this imputations againſt the emen we 
1 not forget to take notice of one, , that 
might indeed be deſpiſed, did it not ee 5 
times involve individuals of much merit 
in other reſpects, and refer to a ſpecies of 
pride irreconcileable with the lovely meek- 
neſs and modeſt pliancy which ought 
always to characterize the ſex, and the 
want of which no talents, no allure- 


ments, can ever ſufficiently compenſate. 


TI mean the nn, . a OI Une, 
heal ” 


4 Ignorant 1 ad 3 lovers, 
may be delighted with the harrangues and 
deciſions of thoſe women whom they 
admire as very handſome, or very wiſe; 
but men of a different ſtamp, and. a cooler 
teraper, will take the liberty to be of ano- 
: ther opinion. Were it right for you, my 
: riends, to pique yourſelves on any 
_—_- thing, 


3 
. as Hg 2 2 
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l 
thing, 3 me it ſhould only de on a 


gentle diſpoſition, and a complacent de- 
portment, on domeſtic qualities, and uſeful 
accompliſhments. - By theſe you will al- 
ways be ſure to pleaſe the beſt Judges, a md 
nm the e en n No 


That many of you are anda «ds 7 


doable capacities, and that you have 
improved them with diligence and ſucceſs, 
we do not barely acknowledge, we are 


ready to maintain and prove it, before the 
whole ſchool of Chefterfield's diſciples. 
When F mention him on this occaſion, I ! 

really am at a loſs to conceive, - how he 


could form fo mean an opinion of female 


underſtanding; for, certainly, amongſt the 
many women of condition in different 
countries, to whoſe company he had al- 


ways ready acceſs, he muſt have met with 


a number reſpectable for their mental 


: powers and acquiſitions. We, whoſe 


opportunities of this kind have been com 


paratively few, can yet affirm without flat- 
tery, that we have found, in ſome ladies 
of faſhion, not only much - brilhancy of 


fancy, but equal ſolidity of judgment and 


aceuteneſs of penetration. To whatever 


follies ſuch perſons may be expoſed, from 


the nn of ai and the parade of 


rank, it muſt" ſtill be allowed, that their 
education is uſually conducted on a larger 


ſcale, and with more liberal views, than 


that of the lower claſſes; as they have com- 
monly the advantage alſo of more elegant 
and inſtructive converſation. Neither is it 
probable that, in the ſociety of a man like 
Cheſterfield, women of wit and knowledge 
vVould be 4 e to eee then 
attainments. 7 
"Bios you: my . wil not OY 4 
ward to exhibit yours, if you would be 
| adviſed by one who is better affected to 
your intereſt and reputation. Whether, 
as his Lordſhip contends, your ſex in 
general are incapable of arguing with 
cloſeneſs and preciſion; whether, if they 
are, as we confeſs ourſelves at times ready 
to think is the caſe with the majority, the 
defect be owing to their frame, or their 
culture; or whether in reality it be a de- 
fect; conſidering their ſtate and deſtinationy- 
I will not nicely enquire; I am certain, 
that in early comprehenſion, natural taſte, 
ſprightly imagination, quick diſcernment of 
characters, and wonderful addreſs in fuit- 
bh. themſelves to each, 1 frequently 
excel; | 
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excel; nor are ; they ſeldom adorned with 
2 conſiderable portion of knowledge and 


hes. 2215 d * their yrs 


Mons * love of diſpute m | elites 1 ho; 
it is never, I apprehend, a very pleaſing ” 
quality. I am ſure, it does not lead to 


the beft ſtyle of converſation. They who 
indulge it, rarely convince, and not c 
„ delight any but themſelves. None will 


ſay, it mends the temper, or improves the 
heart: and all muſt acknowledge, that it 


frequently diſguſts and inflames. In 0 


briſk youth inured to it at college, or 


IS flippant girl accuſtomed to talk waer 


amongſt her companions at ſchool, it may 


eaſily be tolerated now and then, though | 


commonly accompanied with a ſufficient 
quantity of pertneſs and petulance. Nor 
is it worth while, to be offended at the 
peremptory prate of a ſilly woman, who 


fancies ſhe cannot be miſtaken, provided 


at leaft her noiſe may be ſoon eſcaped. But 


it is not quite ſo eaſy to avoid being ſeri- 


ouſly diſpleaſed, when perſons of better 
intellects, and higher breeding in other 


articles, ſeem full of their own ſenſe, fond 
of debating on all occaſions, and forward 


to 


j 


7 12 T- 77 - 
to >. pronounce © on all — with a con 
: "Gas which we do not very readily excuſe 
even in the greateſt maſters. The greateſt 
maſters, indeed, are generally the leaſt 

aſſuming. Modeſty, it has been often 
remarked, is the uſual attendant of exalted 
merit, and a bolder tone is aſſumed by 

ſuperior ſpirits, only where inſolence wr 
en neceſſity demands. 8 | 


a. my Gals fi ends, 5 A you in par- 
tienen, did you but know, how deeply 
the male heart is enchanted with- thoſe 
women, whoſe converſation preſents the 
picture of ſimplicity and grace, of eaſe and 
politeneſs, in a groupe ; the ſpirit of whoſe 
converſation is a compound of ſprightlineſs, 

_ ſenſe, and modeſty ; who ſeldom diſpute, 
and never wrangle ; who liſten with atten- 
tion to the opinions of others, and deliver 
their own with diffidence, more deſirous | 
of receiving than of giving convictions. 
more ambitious to pleaſe than to conquer ! 
Such, believe me, are ſure of ON. 
in the nobleſt ſenſe. r 


1 to om / way ep con nds, 5 
woman who talks loud, contradicts bluntiy, 


looks * an tis and 
ſend 


„ 


nnſtead of yielding challenges Fabian 
| How different a figure! How forbidding” 
an object! Feminality is gone: Nature is 
transformed: whatever makes the male 


character moſt rough and turbulent, is 


taken up by a creature; that was deſign 


to tranquillize and ſmooth it. In place c of 
a“ charmer, charming never fo wiſely,“ 


kn do we behold? A clamorous, ob- 


ſtinate, contentious being, univerſally diſ- 


guſtſul and odious; fit only to be chaſed 
from the haunts of humanity, thoſe peace- 
<8 to diſturb-Mer- 


ful haunts which it fee 


cifal Heaven! ſhelter us from its violence, 


0 the bleſſed ſanctuary of domeſtic love 
and joy, or in ne: e harmonious choir 
of e ME 5 £ 5 


ſpirit, who has had the infelicity of being 


connected for his life with a g 
and obſtreperous woman A puſillani- 
mous creature, or a doating fool, may ſab- 5 


mit to- her humcurs with little difficulty. 


But the other is ſhocked to the ſoul: aſto 


niſhment and indignation ſeize him by 
turns: he is wounded in his tendereſt ſen- 


How have we b 4 man er i and | 


2 


ſibilities, and wrung with diſappointment 
boy he'\ was intereſted A” He fought 


a Partner 


1 "59" 1 
2 partner, und A a plague: he * 
pedted a ſoft, affectionate, ſympathizing 
friend, and met with a boſom foe. "The . 
beauty of an Angel, the wealth of the In- 
dies, were ſuch a woman miſtreſs of them, 
would both be inſufficient, in his eyes, to 


atone for her behaviour. But, O my bro- 


thers, how delightfully. is the heart van 

quiſhed and captivated, when an unpre- 
tending female appears before it, with, 
| Reaſon, Fancy, and Virtue in her train, 
and diſcovers, in her family and amongſt 

her friends, all the lovelineſs of ſmiles and 
ſympathies, of 1 0 Seen and * 
en 

3 Dublin | WY not *. occaſions, hes f 
wiſdom! and worth, in women as in men. 
are called upon to aſſert themſelves, with 


a dignity that ſhall repreſs the forward. 


and over-awe the inſolent ? Certainly : and” 
to give ſuch proceeding the name of pride 
were unjuſt. , But, on the other hand, to 
miſtake the demands of pride, which are 
boundleſs, for that dignity which ſeldom 
wiſhes to ſtand forth, is ignorant.” It is 
yet more ſo, to imagine, that the male 
_ heart can either be gained by N or 
preſerved by ppoſit 9 8 


1 


e beſt nen are FE e as to we 
foothed by ready compliance, and chilled 
by habitual ſtubbornneſs, i in women. To 
female capacity they will frankly allow 
all the reſpect it can deſerve, if that re- 
ſpect be not confidently claimed. To fe- 
male excellence they will reſign the empire 
of the breaſt with pleaſure. But remem- 
ber, young women ; ſuch excellence for 
ever precludes the affectation of power, 
will rarely appear to exert it, and will 95 
r prevail bye ra egg 1 +. * 


Perhaps, e ee one We als | 
de moſt accompliſhed of our ſex are fond 
of converſing with the moſt agreeable of 
the other, is becauſe. with them they are 
relieved from that rivalſnip of genius, 
and thoſe contrarieties of opinion, which 
too often impair, not to ſay. potſon, the en- 
joyments of male ſociety. Sentiment, ima- 
gination, variety, complacence, and all the 
pretty playfulneſs of minds that only wiſn 

to pleaſe and be pleaſed, fill up, in the 
former caſe, thoſe intervals of leiſure that 
ſueceed the fatigue and anxiety of buſineſs, 
the abſtraction of ſtudy, or the ſtraining 
of the faculties on whatever account. 
Surely, 


8 47 che to this "Ao gant pu eat tn 
the low pernicious mm of proſtitutes, 
elunpean ee of | 


* T7 5 
8 8 
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1 men af Sham Die 155 
pear happy, on the retiring of cultivated 
and virtuous women from table or elſe- 
where, they might be-aſked, What vou 
gain by it? Does the converſation be- 
come either livelier, or more refined? Or 
will you ſay, that your behaviour in ge- 
neral takes a better caſt ? You will-ſcarcely. 
ſay, that it is improved in politeneſs: - But 
itis improved i in freedoms Oye, the eruel 
reſtraints of decency are removed: you 
are now at liberty to burſt Duck into cla - 
mour, oaths, obſcenity, prophaneneſs, de- 
famation of the ſex, and —if you are ſo 

diſpoſed, to get drunk into the bargain. 
Glorious e Worthy, no doubt, to 
be highly prized by, reaſonable beings, by 
perſons of SNL: and by bans... 


| To ſhe peak e Is a ſenſible. os 
manly y 1 50 deſirous of paſſing his leiſure 
b in a ONION of * equally fociable 

"ad: 


$6 


1 2.1 8 
e oe the welt proper 
demeanour, with the 3 and at the 
fame time the eaſieſt, turn of thought and 
oxpreſſion, as well as right habits of the 
| beſt kind? Inſtead of ſauntering in coffee- 
| houſes, running to taverns, or rambling 
after looſe women and giddy girls, let him 
affociate with a few of both ſexes, who join 


3 5 good breeding, and liberal ſentiments, to 


purity of mind and manners, Of empty and 
effeminate boys, it can ſtaroely be expected, 
that they will put any value on uch ſo⸗ | 
ciety. It may likewiſe be obſerved, that if 
he company of women only is fought, he 
deportment will be in danger of ſinking 
into too much ſoftneſs, as it will be apt 
to roughen inte the rude, the boiſterous, 
or the 3 if that of men is habitually 
preferred. Elegance and ſpixit united form 


- the juſt temperament, which is produced 


by both. When a virtue at once mild and 
1 ad 18 added, What 9 I, 1 Ry D 
mann eee 3 . 


It mut be acknow ledged, tax 89 5 com- 
pany of women entitled to reſpect, for their 
ſenſe and worth, requires more attentions, 
1 neter regard to the rules of breeding, 
than are com aon WER neceſſary i in the 
8 preſence 


85 


ments that are not to be long or often en- 
dured by a youth of ſpirit. Now, amongſt 5 
this Uibe, « a ee of it is e A finer 7 


gratify. his p aſſions without cos 
mires the — ths wh dave a 
him the example. What enſues t Impatient 
of the mint which female delicacy 
would lay upon him, he lies away to ſome 
3 thoſe Toll creatures, who like the great 
anpeer, go about ſeeking whom they 
« may. ' devour,” If the conſequence 

uscd bs rretrieval ruin, as God knows 


how: often it is, hemay date: thi ruin en 


of alboiating wi 1 * 3 elatio 
Gangs Kees perfor, © of the female 


L * 


r nk * n 
in rapid and terrible ſucceſſion, fall ſacri- 
| des to u ws violated laws of their country. 0 


at ihe Hoes) of ignominy, that they were 
firſt led aſtray by bad women! Of the 
men you have formerly known, who did 
not 3 but went out of life 
| F 2 | 8 with. 


or them to confeſs, 


* — 
„ 5 


tion, and of his heart, an every proper 
fſubject; and will learn genuine courteſy 
Without labour or ſtudy. Amiable wo- 
men of 
yond compariſon, the beſt miſtreſſes of this 
ſcience, ' for two reaſons. In the firſt 
place, they beſt underſtand it; having 
from Nature a peculiar aptitude. to pleaſe, 


Ep] 


with what dhe world calls a fair reputa- 
tion, have you -reaſon- to believe, that 
there are none now, in anguiſh of ſoul, 
tracing back their final deſtruction to an 
early "acquaintance - with bad women ?— 
That, in the future ſtate, many virtuous 
men will, with everlaſting: Joy and gra- 
titude, aſcribe, under Jod, their con- 


firmation and eſs in virtue, chiefly 


to their having N much c ee rand 


female Om 12 have 10 doubt. 


My ( chr” tn; 15070 4 8 hs | 
gift of God, how tighly would you 


prize whatever reſtraint tend” to keep 


you from the. paths of the Deſtroyer! But 


the truth is, that, in the ſociety: Irons 


mend, a young man, who does not wiſh 


to go aftray, will feel himſelf under no 
fetter; Mage Br the contrary, find an eaſy 


ſcope for t indulgence of his imagina- 


genteel education are, indeed, be- 


with 


: "ing an * in adapting FER 
ſelves. to the tempers. of others, and from 
Culture a, ready acquaintance, . which they 
ſoon acquire, with ſuch forms of po- 
 liteneſs as, without the ald of inſincerity, 
give an elegance and a heightening to the 
native emanations of a good mind. In 
the next place, they teach it without ap- 
pearing to teach it, by a ſecret power over 
the conceptions of, their ſcholars; who, - 
naturally ambitious of approving them- 
| ſelves to. ſuch agreeable tutoreſſes, learn it 
from them inſeoſibly, and yet effectually; 
as people in general catch. the ſentiments 
ee thoſs they elteem | 


Who nds, hae e * behave. 
with wilful or deliberate - rudeneſs before 
perſons, whoſe character, whoſe .conver- 
ſation, whoſe very air, is calculated to im- 
_ preſs reſpect ? Into ſuch company, it may 
be preſumed, the ferocious, the bluſtering, 
the coarſe, the overbearing, or the noiſy, 
will not often be diſpoſed to intrude. 
There, alas ! they 1 find little plea- 
ſure. But, ſnould they be there by acci- 
dent, is it not poſſible ſome of them might 
be ſubdued, and transformed into a happier 
turn and better deportment ? Is it not 
1 3 rreeaſonable 


* 


reaſonable to ity that in - this ſchor g 
the conceit of youth might be — 5 
modeſty; 3 the pedantry of the college ex- 
changed for the eaſe of the entertaining 
companion, and the urbanity of the ac- 
| compliſhed gentleman; the ſtiffneſs and 
acrimony of the diſputant empered and 
moulded into a pleaſing deference; the 
£ practice of yielding and obliging might 

beget a promptneſs to yield and oblige; 
the obſervance of decency improve into the 
love of goodneſs; or, to expreſs the whole 
in a few words, every rougher paſſion and 
ungracious habit vaniſh away, as the ſur- 
lineſs of winter diſappears before the . 
influence of the ſpring. 


"Ye, to A defirible effects 
the ſociety under conſideration muſt be 
cultivated with ſteadineſs and reliſh; not 
ſo, you may be ſure, as to neglect other 

ſources of improvement; 1 but, I repeat it, 
with ſteadineſs and reli; two things, 

' | indeed, very cloſely connedted ; and, I add, 
from earlieſt youth, before—what ? Hear 
me, O hear me, and receive inſtruction 
before the ſoul is poiſoned with Senſuality, 
| that moſt SO: moſt deſtruetive, moſt 
2 


1 


info with the love of ate wee | 
en eee 06 ren. pes ſeatiniental . 
women, were viſibly embarraſſed, aukward, 
and conſtrained, like clowns in the pre- 
ſenee of their ſuperiors. | Uniccuſtoffied 
| to luck u ſituntion, and conſcious of _—_ 
meandeſs which Vice muſt inwardly. feel 
be ore the dighity of her Rival, they ſeemed 
to be out of their element, reftleſs aud 
inhappy db ar ea mer ores 


per eee 


Tag ge, ane: chaſte oriey u t 
bee, agreeable even to the politeſt 
hate er diſguiſe they may wear, 


or e 


e they. may aſſume. Such. 
| fociety ſilently: * eaches their ciimes, and 


_ retnitids them of thoſe never delightful 
days which they once knew, and can now = 
only. recolledt with a ſigh.” apy: whe 


E chill the ardour of his Honeſt ſenſibi- 
1 F 4 „„ 


K 8 1 


W as the hurnleſs zniety uf big, 
ſoul, among the worthieſt people of either 


ſex. Ah, my young friend, what felicity 
would you forego, what miſery would you 


incur, ſhould you ever be guilty. of aught 


that might incite you ee W, or 
e eee e Ip 


927 


Vo you es your 1 ya 3 


your + _ your —— your: moſt 


ſt intereſts 3 


encearth; or in 8 Be perſuaded to 
take the counſel of a friend. What is it? 
Elf at any time paſſion or example, 
courtezans or debauchees, ſhould attempt 


to corrupt you; inſtead of parleying, or 
deliberating or even lingering to diſpute, 
fly to the beſt and moſt improved woman 
of your acquaintance. In her man vou 
will be ſafe, as in a City of Refuge: by 


her approbation you wilt be. Ky 8 
thoſe principles, and that conduct, which 


can inſure it: in converſing with her, 


your fancy will be amuſed, your under- 
a exerciſed, and your heart nou- 


"Tiſhed : every improper idea will give 
22 to Aa ſentiments: ROE! un | 
bias 


bias 1 acted i e shall! 
ſay more? Virtae —— by the Graces, , 
7 rer by the Smiles, and beheld in the 
perſon of ſuch a woman, will look fo ſu- 
premely engaging, that the low arts, and 

unhallowed labours, of profligates and har- 
lots to beguile you, muſt appear in your 


eye contemptible and hateful. Who, that 


has been accuſtomed to a palace, would 
quit it for a ſty? Who, that has con- 
tracted a taſte for whatever is excellent in 
poetry, or painting, would deſcend to take 
pleaſure i in a wretched dauber, or a com- 
mon verſifier? Who, that is Gin with 
the beauty of holineſs,” can look with 
delight on the loathſomeneſs of ſin? Is 
the difference leſs ſtriking, or will the 
contraſt be leſs ſtrongly felt by an inge- 
nuous youth, between a worthy and ſenſi- 
ble Gb of the other A 1 5 the victims 

| of Foam $ in her?” 


+> Eee cd bad miſenthiropes cede to 
What they will; the ſoul of man will ſet-) | 
dom be long ſatisfied without the enter- 
tainment of female converſation. It was 
"0 0 formed 158 the "Ty Creator; nor 


„ . 


5 3 er . on ng of 3-2 | 
1 th an the. near r and fr 7 zuent v view mig n. 


lt we wage be permitted to quote our 
own obſervation, as any kind of evidence 
on this point; it is certain, we have ever 
found thoſe. the moſt. - honourable, moral, 
and conſcientious men, who had the greateſt 
regard for wamen of reputation and talents. 
May we not venture to add, that genuine 
Piety, the piety of ſentiment and affection, 
the piety which governs life, is, as far as 
our ſex are Ry to be met wh i 
DAS Dy, ſuch nt 


- * 
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: — 2 . ' e pn r 
Ws : , 


"The ame 8 indeed, 1 . 
he exiſtence of virtue in female nature, 
zs often attended with a ſtrange inclination 

to: diſpute the truth of Religion, itſelf ; as, 
on the other hand, he, who preſerves that 
purity which loves and cheriſhes its reſem- 
blance in the pure, will be under no temp- 
tation to _— the * . 


8 


the matter. 


1 affeated to ade women Nr to 
maintain any ſteady veneration for his 
f Maker? As to the elevated joys which 
the good are taught to expect hereafter; 
I declare, for my own part, I never knew 
an individual who laughed at the notion of 
female virtue, that ſeemed to ſhow, upon 
any occaſion, the ſmalleſt ſolicĩtude to ſe- 
cure them, if indeed he believed a word of 
Account for this coincidence 
as 2 pleaſe; boon owes) T ng TO to 


14 am e be, 1 gucke men 
| will affect to deſpiſe much of what has 
been now advanced on the ſubject of both 
| ſexes, as the language partly of ignorance, 
partly of enthuſiaſm, and partly of what 
they are prone to call want of Liberalir 
But on examining my moſt ſecret Lena. 


ons, I feel that I can return their pretend - 
ed contempt with real pity; convinced by 


a thouſand proofs, that they are truly ob- 
ey know from a 
thouſand 


Lenz ef the laſt, while the 


—— 
r —_ = eee eee e 2 8 oy = \ 
wt * - - v5 _ . * 
—— oe: ear = l 

- — —̃ — —— - » Gs 2 


r 
. 8 > Cl 5 
—— — ꝓ—k— — 


rude of conſeious gil ank folly. 


191 


thouſand experiments that: the fiſt. is is only 


34 


N Lag 


To 1 e all 8 did re- jb 


ſpecing the Advantages to be derived by 


Young Men from the Society of Virtuous 


Women, much muſt; be left to your own 


reflections. Repreſent to yourſelves a 
youth of good ſenſe, and good diſpoſitions, 
dedicating a conſiderable ſhare of his ſocial 
hours to'the converſation of a few females, 
who were chaſte. but not ſevere, frank but 

not indelicate, good-natured but with pro- - 
per dignity, ſerious and lively by turns, 
polite and ſincere at the ſame time, elegant 
without vanity, knowing without pride, 


and - pious without oftentation : you, my 
brothers, can better imagine than I can de- 


ſeribe, the improvements which he muſt 
ro i receive en ſuch communi- 
e 05 VVV 


4 


15 When I ſpoke of a Few Females, I did 


not think only of the young. Thoſe men 


d r attractive qualities to 
worſe 


women u ue 


would betray a bad underſtanding and a 


e 
| | avoid. their company on that account, "1 


worle taſte. Whatever they may think W; 1 


the aſſertion, nothing can be more true, 
than that many, very many, of the moſt 
accompliſhed and moſt agreeable. compa- 
nions, are to be found among ſuch of the 
other ſex, as have outlived the allurements 
of youth, with the little conceits, affectati- 
ons, and follies, to which it is ſubject, and 
have matured, by recollection and experi- 
ence, the beſt acquiſitions of their early 


days. Perhaps, indeed, one of the ſureſt 1 


marks of ſobriety, and intelligence, is hav- . 
; ng a Pet in on CIR of - 


Dy de 


Bleſſed a are 1 af both WE? 1 10 
the ſweeteſt ſymphony of minds and hearts 
attainable in this world, together with the 

daily practice of all the Chriſtian Virtues, 
are preparing for the immortal concert of 

the ſons and daughters of God. „Take 
care, beloved and honoured, we call upon 
you in God's name to take care, leſt any 
of you ſhould, by a contrary courſe, expoſe _ 
Jene to the 18 and horror of an 
e e everlaſting cr 
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